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On the 25th of September, 25 students and 4 teachers from Manawatu College departed New
Zealand for a school exchange to Japan and Singapore. For me, this was my first time travelling
on a plane, and my first time leaving New Zealand. This opportunity would simply not have been
possible without the support and kindness shown to us by Narita, our sister city in Japan with its
generous people.

After many hours flying and waiting in airports and after much excitement and anticipation we
finally reached Japan on the 26th at about 5pm. As we travelled by bus we were all in shock and awe at
Japan and its unfamiliarity. We were filled with excitement of the adventures which were to come and
the memories we would make in this new and beautiful country. Thanks to the Narita council our school
group were able to enjoy and recuperate for the first two nights of our trip (and last night) in the

hospitable Narita View Hotel.

After returning to the hotel we were filled with excitement
from our days events, almost unable to sleep. But we woke
up the next morning for another day of learning and fun.
We visited the Narita City Council, greeted by the friendly
workers and Mayor Kazunari Koizumi. It was cool being
able to sit in the Narita Council Chamber and get an insight

as to what they do.

From here we went to Shimofusa Midori school. We had lunch with the children then played skip
rope, they were all so welcoming and fun to be around. They sung Japanese songs for us, and we
performed our *Kapa Haka for them. Lastly, we all made rice cakes together; while eating them we
took photos together and got to know each other. I loved all the people we met at the school, they were
all so kind, funny, and welcoming! We then went to the Daijionji temple to meet, have a BBQ with and go
home with our host families. The first impression of my host mum, Kaori, who picked me up was that she
was very nice and had a great sense of humour. We got to know each other over the BBQ and quickly
became comfortable with each other.

This trip has been one of the experiences of my life, and hopefully the beginning of many more

travel adventures. I am so thankful I was able to attend this trip and couldn’t be any more grateful.
I made so many unforgettable memories and friends while in Japan.
Tabitha Anderson

(A student from Manawatu College)

*Kapa Haka :
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The 30th Anniversary of Japanese Class in Narita
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