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Cameron Pickworth

e were all excited when we met at the Palmerston North airport, 25 students and 4

s N 2 teachers, ready to travel to Narita on our school exchange. For most of us it was the

first time flying and travelling overseas. A last group photo then we were on the way
flying to Auckland and transitioning through Singapore before arriving in Narita. It was a long flight but
well worth it when we reached Japan and suddenly found ourselves in a new country experiencing a
completely different culture. We first went to the hotel in Narita where we stayed for two nights where we
could finally enjoy a proper bed and get some rest before the adventures ahead of us.

Our first day we had to get up early for a tour of Tokyo in a bus where we had a guide to help
us with understanding this new culture. We saw a giant transforming robot before heading off to get some
Japanese food. Our second destination within Tokyo was Sensoji temple deep within the city which was
lined with shops that led to the main hall dedicated to Buddha. We participated in the sacred rituals held
before entering the magnificent hall. Then we took a train to the Sky Tree, the second largest building in
the world, twice the size of the Auckland Sky Tower at over 600 meters tall, so tall that the top of the
tower disappeared into the clouds.

On the third day in Japan we were assigned to our host families who took us to their homes for
3 days. At first everyone was nervous to be staying alone with strangers, but we shortly got to know our
host families and be accepted as a part of the family. My family owned an apartment on the second story
of a small building. The family included a mother and her two sons, Riku and Yuta (Riku had stayed with
me in NZ).They also had two goldfish and a hamster as most families had a pet.

On the first day we visited Naritasan temple, a famous temple in Narita before traveling into
Tokyo via train. After a long ride we exited the underground station and found ourselves surrounded by
people. The population of Tokyo is much larger than that of the entirety of New Zealand. | had never
seen so many people in one place before in my life.Soon | found myself being led by my family into a
huge high-rise building where we took an elevator to the very top. The entire top floor of the building was
a huge fancy restaurant with magnificent views over the city of Tokyo glowing in the darkness of the night.
| enjoyed one of the best meals | have ever tasted.

The next day our families brought us all back together where we met to do a Maori performance
in a large theatre in front of our families and the Mayor and local dignitaries. The performance went very
well as the Japanese love the All Blacks and enjoyed seeing the haka.

We all got to know our families very well and on the last day | walked my host brothers to school
before leaving my host family and meeting with the rest of the college before leaving for Singapore. The
people we met in Japan were very helpful, welcoming and friendly, and | still keep in contact with them
today.

We were all sad to be leaving Japan and behind and | hope that | may be able to visit Japan
again and see my host family. | would recommend this trip to anyone as it is a great new experience that
allows you to take in and view two of the many amazing countries and cultures of the world.
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SEADHDOHEZELO “Consulting Services for Foreigners”
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The City offers free consultation services for foreign residents on administrative procedures
such as health insurance, pension, tax, as well as advice on issues related to the everyday life
in Narita. Available in 4 languages: English, Chinese, Spanish, and Portuguese at Narita City Hall

2F Meeting Room on Every 2nd and 4th Friday, 13:00-16:00.
Please call “SHIMINKYODOKA" at 0476-20-1507 for further information.
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